


Creative radiators, window and 
door frames and art glass: Veneto’s 
sense of design (awarded)

Three Venetian companies for the recognition of the highest award for 
Italian design, the Compasso d’Oro, established by Giò Ponti, which 
showcases the excellence of Italian industrial craftsmanship. “This is 
not a happy coincidence or a coincidence, but the testimony of the qua-
lity, wisdom and creativity of the ‘made in Veneto’, of that fabric of 
small and medium-sized artisan and industrial enterprises that knows 
how to combine tradition, technique and innovation,” says the Council-
lor for Labour Elena Donazzan, which is due to the Venetian architect 
Alberto Torsello, author of the elegant and innovative system of frames 
of the company Secco Sistemi of Preganziol, to the designer Alberto 
Meda who invented a ‘creative’ radiator for Tubes Radiatori di Resa-
na, called ‘origami’, and to Seguso glass art, historical and emblazoned 
Venetian glassworks. The first two were ‘graduated’ yesterday in Milan 
with the ‘Compasso d’oro’, while Vetreria Seguso won a special men-
tion. All the award-winning works are on display until Monday 26 in 
the Sforzesco castle in Milan.

And we come to Murano, from where the prestigious award 
was missing since 1991. The victory adds to the already rich list of 
the Seguso Vetri d’Arte, the only one in Murano to boast a Compasso 
d’Oro and, thanks to the latter, four Mentions of Honour.

“This award confirms the constant striving for innovation of our family 
- says Gianluca Seguso, president of the family business that has its ro-
ots in 1397 - and fills me with particular pride because it is not 
a recognition of the product but of our company philosophy, 
the direction taken by Seguso Vetri d’Arte in communicating 
its values and with them the most authentic image of Mura-
no. Designing means designing innovation, betting and investing on 
ideas, believing that we can do better and better. It’s not easy to find 
ways to change, but the Seguso Experience, an idea that we and my 
brother Pierpaolo have developed day after day, is proof that, while re-
specting tradition, we can take a new approach to the market, starting 
with cultural innovation and communicating to the world that Murano 
is not just about making glass, it is about creating emotions with glass. 
This capacity to amaze, which is proper only to our island, must be cul-
tivated and taught as a seed to be kept in the heart against mediocrity.

“The Mention rewards us for having created a coherent and authentic 
narrative that radiates as a model of communication that goes beyond 
business - adds Pierpaolo Seguso, designer and creative director -. Se-
guso Experience is much more than a story about the path 
that glass takes inside the furnace, we tried to draw emotions with 
everything we had available, starting from our passion: the Jury of the 
XXV Compasso d’Oro has grasped the uniqueness of a philosophy that 
goes beyond “story telling” and becomes “story living” to transform 
every guest from visitor to ambassador, without asking him 
anything in return. The Compasso - he continues - is the oldest but 
above all the most authoritative award in the world, which in over 60 
years has awarded the most innovative names in Italian design. We 
won it in 1954, at its first edition, with the submerged ruby blue Vase, 
designed by the then artistic director Flavio Poli. Then, over the years, 
three Mentions of Honour have been added, again for the product. To-
day this new award confirms that the culture of design, the Made in 
Italy that we represent in the world is not a brand that guarantees the 
production process, but the DNA that permeates all our way of working.


