THE MEDIUM=SIZED WEDDING
(Between 50 and 150 guests)

If you’re inviting not just your family and your husband’s but also
a good number of friends, chances are you have a medium-sized
guest list. But careful planning guarantees that the head count
will be the only thing about the celebration that’s average.
INvITaTions Youwon't be able to personalize the invitations to a
wedding of this size, but that doesn’t mean you must compro-
mise. An engraved invitation, with its raised type and distinctive
“bruise,” or indentation, on the reverse, is the classic choice. If
youwant something even more elegant and artful, seek out a sta-
tioner that still does custom hand engraving. You might ask one
to band-engrave calligraphy. A good source for this is Terrapin
Stattoners, in New York (212-260-6787; terrapinstationers.com).
REGISTERING As your guest list grows, you can branch out with
your registry selections, keeping in mind that some guests are
bound to be from out of town. Consider one or two national
outlets as well as some local vendors, and remember that reg-
istering on-line is especially useful for 2 medium-sized wed-
ding. “It helps guests of all ages and geographical locations
select the perfect present right from their own homes,” says
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uenu You may not be able to include foie gras and the house.

caviar, but that doesn’t mean the menu must be
uninspired. If you're having a sit-down dinner, keep
it to three courses and be considerate of the dietary needs of
your guests by choosing dishes with wide appeal or by offering
vegetarian options,

pHoToGrAPHY With a larger wedding party, the photographer’s
responsibilities increase, so while a wedding of up to 150 attend-
ees can generally be covered by one experienced photographer
and an assistant, be sure that the professional you hire is used to
working with a group of this size.

cuesT Favors While you may not be able to present your entou-
rage with personalized presents, you can still give thoughtfully.
Have useful tote bags or beach towels embroidered with the wed-
ding date. Compile your favorite songs and wedding music on a
CD. Showcase the place cards in small silver frames and invite
guests to take them home. Planner Preston Bailey recalls a wed-
ding at which gift certificates for facials were distributed on sil-
ver trays to the slightly more than 100 guests. '

Marina Rust Connor, novelist

A design-conscious

couple will fove this
handblown Murano glass
vase by SEGUSO VIRG,
with an opening just
large _enough for a few
well-chdsen stems.
$1,000; 800-659-5210.
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