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Michael S. Smith's
Penthouse Perfection

A Country Estate Gets |
~a Glamorous Makeover
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With a nod (o the villas of Palladio,
¢ architect William Hablinski and design
firm Atelier AM devise a Las Vegas
house of sublime proportions
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Artifice and theater
wre the lifeblosd of Las Vegas. Along the
blazing Strip, tourists can sample the plory
of anclent Egypt, the grandeur that was
Rome, and the splendor of Gay Paree. ust
net every exercise in historical stagecrafi
rhere is mired in garganbaan kisich. The
house that architect William Hablingki and
terior designers Alexandrs and Michael
Misczynski of Acelier AM created for &
power couple in the gaming industry
belongs to an altogether different cotegory
of cositrivanhee = nne that ineludes the Rogal
Pavilion ac Brighton, the Breskers, and
other magnificently executed ributes to
fargway placed and distani sras

The clients had eraveled extensively
throughout Tealy and were gnrapiuved by
it elaamical architecture, *The dedign s a
confluence of old and new leiments, rang-
ing from [&th-cenmry Falladian »illas in
the Veoeto and more rusric Lath-century
lealian farmhouses to the kinda of rrast-
menis iypleal of villa renovations in the
o - Jowh century” saya the Los Angeles-
based Hablinakd. “In both the materials and
crafnanahip, we were drhing for suthen-
mecity and subwranes =

in practical rerma, thase references
tranalaied inta an gxisl plan crgunized
sgroand a Sentral courtyard in o elitsic
mire-aguare arrengement; grand logmas
and pallories; and firgehy wroughs mold-ogs,
srchitraved, friezes, and other period
details. The clicnts’ vision alse demandad
thi teie o sbone —and plenty of i Hablmabn
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In Ehe steylit lnving ream, walls finlshed atth Integral
PLASTEF dif play & cOpoar sewpTure by Anlsh Hatoor
and & Roman mosass oaned fiom the second certury,
Burreurding @ masshe cockiad table draped in

an antie Praneh moestry are sofas and an anmchair
designed by abellar AN The very upholstery is

& Lora Plana Been, The chandolle & Murano gizss,

and the hiamp c&reat i8 by Mansaure







selected Roman rravertine as the primary
building material, deploving it on the exne-
rior a8 well a8 throughoui the intenar of the
1%, 500-square-fool hiouse o bath ermbsts-
cuf and mrsic, broken-fece findishes

The basic architectural icheme was
sef—and indeed the iounasions poured—
when Hablinski enlisred L& s Acedier AN
to assume respandbality fior the redidence’s
inieriors sfer the original designer exined
the progect

=Hill’s lzponi, wich all ms Imposing wal-
umes, was in keeping with che chaney’
imiage of & grand Ttalian willa,” Michael
Mliscrynaki says. “Bo1 they also wanted
someething warm and welcoming, along the
lines of a Tuscan farenhowse. Qur chailenge
was to reconcle thiote directihves™

A hallmark of the Miscrynskis' work is
ihe couple’s reverends for objects with rex-
fure, pabing, snd other signs that represent
the passage of time. This applies equally ta
building materials and furnishings. Their
sirategy for moderating the farmalioy of
that houde invalved the use of rough, aged
rerra-cotn oles=-as oppased 1o marble—far
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inierior and extersor Moors, Snad weathered
rr-l-n:: b earhepe than carely cnflees
Riking to 2 height od 31 feed a1 fo peak
the Yiving room i covered by a pitched
glass rood in & srscegic bir of architecooral
lggerdemann maant 0 fugpest rhat the
space had nnoe heen an alfresco courtyard;
rerva-contd flaars covered by a humble
woven-hemp carpet butrress the ilhasion
The designern divided the potencially
inrim kdaring space into & collecnon af int-
miate seating aress, among them clokstered
miches draped in sumpiuoud Fartuny fab-

ric. They nlao pdded monumienm elomsents,
sy ns m pair ad 1-foor-tall Yenetlan ¢lhan
deliers custom made by the famed lvallan
glnssmalier Segua, to lempar de seale of
thie saaringE room

In o very real semse, this house—and
rhe copacious Hving reom in particular
provides an anchar for the clients’ extended
clan, which includes ihree greaen children
whio all live nearby, “The family @ extremely
cloga® Michael says. “They gather here
evary week inr dinnes, People waich foot-
hall in the living room and bar, and the

grandehildren play the piana These spaces
hewee 1o be comifomable™

Theoughou the home, the Miscrymskia
ot hesrrated harmenit compositionsg of fur
nirure, ary, and obpects dravm from wadely
warang histoncal epochs. The enfrance gal
Fery sets the tone for this cross-cultural sym-
phory with 2 Roman sculprure from rhe
secomd cenbary BE, an [8th=-century Talian
gilt-wood consobe, a contemporary bronze
chandealier by arvsan Philippe Anrhaniae,
and rwa Wih-century Florennne cabineis
housing Tang-dynisty earthenware and a
group of ancient Bactrian giabsster objects
that date from the zecond millennlum BE
The inix is, in & word, bregthraking.

To gather this king's ransom of objets 42
ver, the Miscrynskis omed o suchions,
internations) art fEirs, and venerable amr-
guarianz, inclhuding the E'l.rlgi:,n Aegler 4l
Vervoordt, whao provided many of dhe e
worn pieces thet add deprh and puznce o
the sgkillfully layered decor. “In sddivion
in ihoppmg trips, we raveled 1o lealy with
the clienty o look 5t howuses and disoll cor
tain detaals tha might be relevant for this



Clockwise from feft The floor In the bar area features antique
terra-cotta tiles from Exquisite Surfaces; the consoles are
18th-century ltallan. A work by Willem de Kooning brightens the
entrance gallery. In the dining room, the bespoke chairs, covered
In a Loro Plana linen, echo the swirls of the Seguso chandeliers.
Oppaosite, from left: Draperies of a Fortuny cotton add warmth to a
living room niche furnished with a sofa covered in a Lellévre velour;




Clpe ks Froom abeve The kitehan s Cebingiry, Counbes, 3nd sink and PETings
wrn al by Bultheun] e wall cvens are by Kisle, and the fioor & of antigue

oah fram Dequsite Surlaces. & view Info the breakles] room. Bersath &
cusiom-made Segusa chandslier i the stuedy are a sofa cied n & Cowtan &

Tout vadvet and Hantock & Moore club chairs in a Loro Plara linen
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KS hoxwoou pi}terres

designed by Robert E.Truskowski and a reflecting
‘pool that culminates with John McCracken's
‘sculpture White Light.




marvlael wetyich wly
daigraed by Afeiesr
dall, Lhem Grrricih s
and pticman g
uphdlstered in an
Dig Waorld Wessers
fabric. The bed was
Cuestom mada, and
the handwoyen rg is
by Bepuvais Carpers.
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project” Alexandrs says. "Those excur-
wons heiped clerify the one we wanied o
achieve in the decirating™

Contémporiry armworks, such as a
signaturs Anish Kapoor copper dish snd
2 John MoCracken mrrored plinth, Aicker
wibranaly ih & sermng 0 redoben? of hsiory
and age Two Damien Hirst butterfly pic-
tures, in arched neo-Gothic frames, sppess
o have been tailor-mads for the dning
room. The Willem de Konning painting
ther graces the enrrance gallery and che
Mare Chagall canvas that hangs in the bar
were gifts from the clients” children

Trwas the children who banded rogether
to convinge their mother m complete the
house after the project stslled following the
unexpecied death of thew (ather wm 2008

"The moment when she finally moved
in lmst vear was abviously very emotional ®
bichael recalls. “This house waa thelr
dream, and the spirt of her bushand is in
every stone, 1e's o lestament to the clarity of
their vision, thelr aceomplishments, and
the strangth of their family, Ultimanaly,
[ chimk It has brought her a lovof joy" o







